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A port without shelter

Clandestine migrants
stuck in ‘jungle’ by Calais

By Caroline Brothers

CALAIS, France

t is midnight, and eight hooded figures slip
around the side of a freight truck at a gas station
on the outskirts of this northern French port
They wait in the orange half-light whilc one tries

ulations that keep prices high. In the
past, European officials bave said that
these measures include fostering great-
er competition in the services sector
and keeping down administrative price
increases like fees and sales taxes.

“We need to be concerned not only
| because of economic reasons but also

because of social reasons,” Almunia
\ said, “and we need to ask the govern-

As prict
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falls be

ments to step up their efforts of adopt-
ing structural reforms that can counter
these inflation risks.”

Commeodity price increases, driven
by rising demand from fast-growing
Asian economies, have turned into 2
curse for the global economy this year,
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Calais to parking lots like
this, where drivers sleep be-
fore calching a ferry to
Dover, 33 kilometers, or 21
miles, away

Truckers like Juan Anto-

fail if stowaways are lound
hidden inside thelr vehicles,
or clinging to the ledge be

hind the axle. “It's a fear we
all have,” he said. “But the
greatest risk is taken by the
migrants, because of the
danger of falling oft"
According (o a gas station
cashier working the night
shift, the smugglers uct very
fast. “When the driver pulls
in to fill vp his tank and

nomics suggested
would fall and sup
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more.

But as prices flirt
many energy specia
worried that neithe:

| because incomes have not nsen during

| the current economic upswing as they

have in past expansions, amplilying the

‘ feeling of being squeezed in many
households.

“The disposable income of house-

holds is not increasing as much as in

in the post-World War 11 his- santiago of Spair previous recoverics,” Almunia said, pening Higher pric
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Ihe ECB has inflation, which hit a
L6 percent annual mte in March,
firmly in its sights, as required by its le
gal mandate. Jean-Claude Trichet, the
ECH president, said Monday in Vienna
that the central bank would set interest
rates based on *no other considerations
than the delivery of price stability in
the medium term.”

In recent weeks, the tough stance ofa
number of senjor ECB policy makers

| on inflation has contributed to a broad
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